
 

November 19, 2013 
Sheraton Hotel and Conference Center ~ Framingham, MA 

 

7:30 AM           Breakfast and Networking Time 

9:00 AM  Viewing of “A Silent Epidemic” video 

 Jetta Bernier ~ Executive Director, Massachusetts Citizens for Children - MassKids          

  Senator Elizabeth Warren ~ via video from Washington 

9:20 AM KEYNOTE:  “Child Sexual Exploitation: How to Spot It and Stop It” 

Robert Shoop, PhD ~ co-founder of the School of Leadership Studies and Director of 
the Cargill Center for Ethical Leadership at Kansas State University 

 Dr. Shoop is a nationally recognized expert in the areas of leadership and school law, 
sexual harassment and abuse prevention. He has served as a testifying forensic expert in 
over 50 court cases and serves as a consultant to school districts, universities and 
corporations in the area of standards of care around harassment and abuse prevention.  

He is author of the book “Educator Sexual Misconduct: How to Spot it and Stop It” and 
has produced nineteen books and over 100 journal articles, monographs, book chapters, 
and six educational video programs receiving national and international recognition. He 
is a frequent guest on national radio and television talk shows including: NPR's Talk of 
the Nation, The Today Show and CNN. His work has been featured in numerous 
newspapers and popular magazines worldwide including The London Times, New York 
Times, USA Today, Education Week, Rolling Stone and Oprah's "O" Magazine. 

10:00 AM         Responders Circle: 

Nationally recognized experts will delve into the ideas presented by the keynote speaker 
and address a range of issues for the entire conference to consider throughout the day. 
 Questions that may be addressed include: What are the essential elements of a 
comprehensive sexual abuse prevention and response initiative that schools and youth-
serving organizations must adopt? What are some current best practices in the field? 
What are the special challenges faced by sports programs? How can children and teems 
with disabilities be better protected from the risks of sexual abuse? Why are policies to 



deal with adult abusers not appropriate for children with sexually abusive behaviors? 
What are the latest legislative efforts being considered to address sexual abuse?  
 
Malia Arrington ~ Director of Ethics and Safe Sport, U.S. Olympic Committee   
Kevin Creeden ~ Director of Assessment and Research, The Whitney Academy  
Keith Jones ~ Disability Rights Activist, Steering Committee, Impact: Ability, Inc. 
Chester Kent ~ School administrator, education consultant/court expert  
John Patterson ~ Former Senior Program Director, Nonprofit Risk Management Center 
 
Facilitator:  Joan Tabachnick ~ DSM Consulting; Contributor to the CDC report 
“Preventing Child Sexual Abuse in Youth-serving Organizations”    
 

10:50 AM         BREAK 

11:00 AM         Morning Sessions:  

1. The Code of Conduct as a Critical Prevention Tool 
 

The goal for schools and youth-serving organizations is to articulate behaviors, 
boundaries, and interactions between youth and between youth and adults. Once 
identified, it is also easier to discuss inappropriate behaviors before they escalate to 
reportable offenses.  This session will discuss the role staff and youth can play in helping 
establish these policies and in reinforcing their adherence among co-workers and clients.   

 
Presenters: 
Malia Arrington ~ Director of Ethics and Safe Sport, U.S. Olympic Committee 
Kevin Creeden ~ Director of Assessment and Research, The Whitney Academy   
Joan Tabachnick ~ Consultant, Enough Abuse Campaign  
 
Facilitator: Sheridan Haines ~ Executive Director, Governor’s Council to Address 
      Sexual and Domestic Violence 
 
2. Sexual Abuse Prevention Training and Resources for Your Organization 

 
The foundation of any school or youth-serving organization’s strategy to prevent sexual 
abuse must begin with comprehensive training which addresses both adult and child-on-
child sexual abuse.  Since 2002, the Enough Abuse Campaign has educated thousands of 
parents and professionals using its evaluated and highly rated curricula and teaching 
tools.  Two school-based programs specifically focused on building protective factors in 
children and teens have also been developed and evaluated. This session will highlight 
all of these resources and discuss how your school or organization  can access them. 
 
Presenters:   
Jetta Bernier ~ Director, MassKids and the Enough Abuse Campaign  
Johanna Straavaldsen ~ Program Manager and Trainer, Prevent Child Abuse Vermont 



3. Moving Beyond Current Practices for Screening Prospective Employees 

Screening prospective employees and volunteers who staff  youth-serving organizations is 
a critical component of your organization’s comprehensive strategy for protecting 
children from abuse. How adequate is your current screening process for identifying 
individuals who pose an identifiable threat to your kids? This session will focus on the 
elements of a comprehensive screening program and showcase practical tools being used 
by some organizations that  send the message they are tough against sexual abuse.. 
Participants will discuss ways to respond to individuals who in the screening process 
disclose they have been sexually inappropriate with a child or teen and how to help 
ensure that such a person will not become another organization’s problem. 

Presenters: 
Stephen Ives ~ Executive Director, Merrimack Valley YMCA  
John Patterson ~ Former Sr. Program Director, Nonprofit Risk Management Center   
Sue Todd ~ Executive Director, Pathways for Children, Gloucester  
 
Facilitator:  Laurie Nathan ~ Deputy Director, Programs and Partnerships,  
     National Center for Missing and Exploited Children  

 
4. Responding to and Reporting Disclosures of Sexual Abuse 

 
When disclosures of sexual abuse surface, the actions of school officials, YSO directors, 
their staffs and trustees are key in ensuring a rapid response to state authorities. 
Appropriate and sensitive handling of victims, abusers, and their respective families, 
however, is also critical. This session will discuss how the right responses can support 
healing for all, including the organization and its staff and clients that are also affected 
by disclosures of sexual abuse. 
 
Presenters: 
Rebecca Bialecki ~ Executive Director, North Quabbin Community Coalition 
Tom King ~ Executive Director, Massachusetts Children’s Alliance  
Scott Scholefield ~ Director, Special Investigations, MA Department of Children and  
         Families 
 
Facilitator:  Maureen Ferris ~ Public Policy Director, Children’s Trust 

    
5. Institutionalizing Comprehensive  Prevention Policies and Practices    

Child advocates, legislators and funders all have critical roles to play in advocating for 
systems changes that will protect children and teens from sexual abuse.  Learn about 
efforts being led by child advocates in Massachusetts and New Jersey to establish Child-
Safe Standards in youth-serving organizations. Hear about how Vermont’s Act 1 law is 
having notable success in engaging schools to provide sexual abuse prevention 
education. Share in the discussion about how funders can help set new standards for 
child safety and protection within their grantee organizations.      



Presenters: 
Michael Cahill ~ Executive Director, Alliance of Massachusetts YMCAs  

             Donna McAllister ~ Health Education Consultant, Vermont Agency of Education  
                    Mary Phillips ~ President and Co-Founder, GMA Foundations, Boston  

Rush Russell ~ Executive Director, Prevent Child Abuse New Jersey  
 
Facilitator:  Nancy Scannell, Director of Policy and Planning, MSPCC 

 
12:15 PM LUNCH ~ Topic Tables  
 
12:45 PM         The Power of Survivor Voices   

Preventing sexual abuse requires a range of strategies, including mobilizing for policy 
and legislative changes. The effort to reform Statute of Limitations in sexual abuse cases 
is one example of how the prevention movement has greatly benefited from the activism 
of adult survivors whose powerful voices are being heard in their communities and on 
Beacon Hill. Summit attendees will hear from four outstanding survivor/advocates about 
the experiences, motivations and visions that are at the core of their work to end sexual 
abuse. We will also hear from a citizen advocate why institutions that oppose SOL reform 
must engage in building “overlapping consensus” based on principles of justice and 
moral reasoning.  

 
Rosanne Sliney ~ Waltham                Kathryn Robb ~ Lexington         
Kathy Picard ~ Ludlow                      Angeline Clancy ~ Winthrop 

              Robert Kelly ~ Lee 

1:30 PM Afternoon Sessions: 

1. Doing the Right Thing: How to Best Respond to Adult Disclosures of Past 
Sexual Abuse in Schools and Youth-Serving Organizations 

Disclosures of sexual abuse in schools and youth-serving organizations are increasing as 
more adult survivors come forward. How can administrators and trustees take this 
opportunity to promote transparency, accountability and healing? High profile cases 
involving the Catholic Church, Penn State, the Boy Scouts, Horace Mann School, U 
Conn, etc. make it clear that institutional concerns about reputation, status and money 
too often trump the protection of children and the support of victims. This session will 
explore these dynamics and provide specific guidelines to help administrators and 
trustees do the right thing, support survivors and prevent the future abuse of children. 
  
Presenters: 
Peter Brooks ~ Member, Horace Mann Action Coalition 
Charles Conroy ~ Executive Director, Doctor Franklin Perkins School 
Carmen Durso ~ Lawyer and legal counsel for child sexual abuse survivors 
Amos Kamil ~ Reporter and author of the upcoming book Great Is the Truth and New 
      York Times Magazine cover story: “Prep School Predators: The Horace Mann 
      School’s Secret History of Sexual Abuse” 



 Facilitator:  Arthur Siegel, MD ~ Director of Internal Medicine, McLean Hospital 
 
2. Reducing Sexual Abuse Risks for Children with Disabilities and Those Served 

by Foster Care 

Children and teens in foster care and residential facilities, Deaf children, those with 
developmental, physical or intellectual disabilities or on the Autism Spectrum are at 
significantly greater risk of sexual abuse. This session will discuss practical ways 
parents, foster parents, providers, and personal care attendants can help build protective 
factors among these children and teens and work to reduce the risks of sexual abuse.   

Presenters: 
Olga Roche ~ Commissioner, Massachusetts Department of Children and Families  
Sandra Harrell ~ Director, Accessing Safety Initiative, Center on Victimization and 
      Safety, Vera Institute of Justice, New York City  
Meg Stone ~ Director, Impact: Ability Program, Triangle, Inc., Malden 
 
Facilitator: Keith Jones ~ Disabilities Rights Advocate, Impact: Ability  
 
3. Preventing Sexual Abuse within Sports Programs 

 
Sports can build many positive qualities in the children and teens who participate in 
them. However, our culture is so enamored with the public importance of sports and the 
fame or authority of coaches that parents and young athletes can sometimes overlook or 
explain away the sexual misconduct of sports leaders. This mindset prevented immediate 
coach terminations in the Penn State/Sandusky, Rutgers University/Rice, Syracuse 
University/ Fine scandals, and on a smaller scale, has prevented appropriate action in 
similar situations in youth sports. This session will provide practical ways that sports 
programs, parents and youth can be vigilant in preventing sexual abuse. 

 
Presenters: 
Laurie Nathan ~ Deputy Director, Programs and Partnerships, Safe to Compete,  
     National Center for Missing and Exploited Children  
Malia Arrington ~ Director of Ethics and Safe Sport, U.S. Olympic Committee  

Facilitator:  Ned Eames, President and Founder, Tenacity 

4.  A Positive Youth Development Approach to Preventing Sexual Assault of Teens 

Teens can be at risk from sexual violence by trusted adults, as well as by their peers. This 
session will highlight current initiatives in Massachusetts to address teen sexual violence 
by using a positive youth development framework that includes youth voices. Presenters 
will discuss how youth involvement can inform better policies and practices in the 
schools and organizations that serve them. 
 
 



Presenters:   
Melissa Gopnik ~ Managing Director, Boston Area Rape Crisis Center (BARCC) 
Stephanie Trilling ~ Senior Coordinator of Youth Programs, BARCC 
 
5. Sexual Abusers: What We Know About Them and How That Can Inform  

Prevention Strategies  

Much is now known about the dynamics and tactics of adults who sexually abuse and 
about children and adolescents who engage in sexually abusive behaviors. Through 
discussions and examples, this session will explore how our knowledge about adult 
perpetration and child-on-child sexual abuse can be integrated into effective prevention 
strategies. 
 
Presenters: 
Kevin Creeden ~ Director of Assessment and Research,  The Whitney Academy  
Laurie Guidry ~ Chair, MA Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers 

Facilitator: Mark Bergeron Napier, Prevention Specialist, Sexual Assault Prevention and 
      Survivor Services, MA Department of Public Health 

3:00 PM          BREAK 

3:15 PM          Plenary Session:  Taking Action to Prevent Sexual Abuse 

           Facilitator:  Donna Jenson ~ Jenson Consultations, survivor/ author of  “Time to Tell” 
 

The Summit’s goal is to provide knowledge and peer exchanges that will spark prevention 
actions. Session facilitators will report back on the key decisions or action steps identified 
by their respective groups. Individual participants will also have the opportunity to share 
with their colleagues the specific steps they intend to take going forward to make their 
schools and organizations safer for children.  
 

 
4:15 PM                      A Singing Performance Send-Off by Framingham School Youth 

        
      “Why We Tell The Story” 

        “Stop the Hurt Before It Starts” 
 

Sheron Doucette ~ Performance Director 
Dan Rodriguez ~ Musical Director 

Donna Wresinski ~ Director of Fine and Performing Arts 
 

4:30 PM        ADJOURN               



 

 

 

We are deeply grateful to the  

Ms. Foundation for Women 

for helping build and support the movement to  
Prevent Child Sexual Abuse. 

 
http://forwomen.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





A Partner of Enough Abuse Greater Bay Area





A Special Thanks to Our Summit Planners 

Ned Eames ~ Tenacity 
Melissa Gopnik ~ Boston Area Rape Crisis Center 

Sheridan Haines ~ Governor's Council to Address Sexual and Domestic Violence 
Mary Phillips ~ GMA Foundations 
Kathryn Robb ~ MassKids Board 

Arthur Siegel, MD ~ McLean Hospital 
Adrianne Simeone ~ The Mama Bear Effect 

Joan Tabachnick ~ DMS Consulting 
Jetta Bernier ~ MassKids Staff 

Emily Kohler ~ MassKids Event Coordinator 
Kate Geis and Erica Mondungo ~ Event Videographers 

 
 
 

Kudos to these Summit Advocates for their promotional efforts! 

1 in 6, Inc.  Associated Grant Makers 

Association of Independent Schools of New 
England 

The Children's League 

Doctor Franklin Perkins School  Horace Mann Action Coalition 

Impact: Ability  Klingberg Family Centers 

MA Administrators of Special Education  MA Association of School Committees 

MA Association of School Superintendents  MA Association of 766 Approved  Private Schools 

MA Recreation and Parks Association  Massachusetts Office of Victim Assistance 

National Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children 

National Coalition to Prevent Child Sexual Abuse 
and Exploitation 

Stop Educator Sexual Abuse Misconduct and 
Exploitation 

United Way of Massachusetts Bay and Merrimack 
Valley 



 

 
MassKids 

 
 
Massachusetts Citizens for Children - “MassKids” is the oldest, state-based child 
advocacy organization in the country. It was founded in 1959 by pediatrician 
Martha May Eliot, MD who served as Chief of the U.S. Children’s Bureau from 
1951 to 1957 and held influential positions in the World Health Organization and 
the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). With active support from 
Governor Foster Furculo, they established the organization as a permanent, 
independent citizens’ voice for Massachusetts’ most vulnerable children. 
  
Throughout its history,  MassKids’ work has been grounded in the belief that all 
children have the inherent right: 
 

• To be safe from abuse, neglect, and violence;  
• To be economically secure and free from poverty; 
• To receive quality medical and preventive care; 
• To learn in quality child care and school settings; and 
• To live in caring families and healthy communities. 

 
Since 1986, MassKids has served as the Massachusetts Chapter of Prevent Child 
Abuse America. Its current focus is to prevent physical child abuse through the 
work of its Shaken Baby Syndrome Prevention Center and to prevent child sexual 
abuse through the Enough Abuse Campaign - a statewide public engagement 
initiative to educate and mobilize parents, professionals and communities to 
prevent child sexual abuse.   
  

MassKids 
14 Beacon Street, Suite 706 

 Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
617-742-8555  

 www.masskids.org 
www.enoughabuse.org  

 
  
 

As the Massachusetts Chapter of Prevent Child Abuse America, 
MassKids is proud to promote the “Pinwheels for Prevention” Campaign.  

Pinwheels are a happy and uplifting symbol of 
every child’s right to a healthy, safe and nurturing childhood. 

 


